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RRIISSKK  CCOOMMMMUUNNIIQQUUÉÉ  
Sandbox Safety Considerations 

Sandboxes can harbor physical, chemical and biological hazards that accumulate in the sand.  The sand can be 

contaminated from children’s use, litter, natural debris, animal and bird excrement, insects, precipitation and 

other sources.  To reduce the transmission of disease and to enhance the safety of sandboxes the following areas 

should be considered when a school or municipality is designing, installing and maintaining a sandbox for 

community use. 

Sandbox Design 

 Sandboxes are typically built from wood or plastic composites. Plastic composites require less 
maintenance, are easier to clean, and are sold through vendors. Wooden sandboxes are also sold through 
vendors or can be constructed by competent carpenters who are either volunteer or in-house staff 
members.   

 It’s important for the sandbox materials and fasteners to be free of splinters, hooks, nails, spikes and 
other protrusions that can create physical hazards to the children.  

 Lining the base of the sandbox with heavy duty plastic sheeting or making it solid can help prevent weeds 
from growing up through the sand. 

 Sandboxes that have drainage can help prevent the puddling of water within the play area. 

Sandbox Location 

 Sandboxes should be located outside of the use zones of other playground equipment such as swings, 
slides and climbing apparatus so that the use zone of one area does not overlap with another use zone 
creating a potential hazard. 

 Keep sandboxes away from open areas where students run and play ball as this could create a potential 
tripping hazard. 

 Shield sandboxes from prevailing winds to reduce the potential for dry sand to become airborne and blow 
into the children’s faces.  Windbreaks can include small shrubbery, buildings and fencing, however the 
shielding should not obstruct the view of the playground monitors. 

Sandbox Covers 

 Place a cover over sandboxes when they are not in use to reduce the amount of precipitation, debris and 
animal/bird excrement getting into the play sand. 

 The cover should be designed so that precipitation drains off and does not puddle on the cover. 

 Secure the cover when the sandbox is not is use so that children and animals cannot crawl under it. 

 Securely store the cover when the sandbox is in use so that it is not subject to wind, dirt and vandalism. 

 Be aware of the fasteners for the cover so they do not create other hazards such as pinch points, sharp 
edges or protrusions that can injure sandbox users. 
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Sand Selection 

 Use sand listed as “Playground Sand” that is specifically made for sandbox use in lieu of construction sand.   

 Prior to replacing the sand the inside of the sandbox walls and base should be cleaned and disinfected. 

 Do not treat the sand with any chemicals. 

 Replace the sand when it is evident that the materials have become contaminated to the point it cannot 
be cleaned effectively.  The frequency of replacement varies depending on the location, covering, and 
use.  Some organizations recommend replacing all of the sand every one to two years. 
 

Sandbox Inspection and Maintenance 

 Rake sandboxes daily to remove foreign material from the sand.  Examples of items to look for include 
broken toys, sharp objects, animal feces, insects, rocks leaves, sticks, trash and cigarettes. 

 It’s important to inspect sandboxes regularly for rough areas, splinters, nails, protruding spikes and 
fasteners drainage, vandalism and structural deficiencies.    
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